
May 14, 2025

The Honorable Robert Aderholt
Chairman
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 
Services, and Education Appropriations
Washington, DC  20515

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human 
Services, and Education Appropriations
Washington, DC  20515

Dear Chairman Aderholt and Ranking Member DeLauro:

We write to request that you provide an appropriation of $610 million for the Minority AIDS Initiative in the 
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2026.

Racial and ethnic minorities continue to be severely and disproportionately impacted by HIV/AIDS in the 
United States. Minorities represent the majority of new HIV diagnoses, people living with HIV/AIDS, and 
deaths among people with HIV/AIDS. African Americans account for 40 percent of people living with 
HIV/AIDS, and Hispanic/Latino Americans account for 26 percent. Asian Americans and persons of other or 
multiple races account for an additional 7 percent. Indeed, the rate of new HIV diagnoses among African 
American adults and adolescents is about 8 times that of whites, and the rate among Latinos is about 4 times 
that of whites.  

The Minority AIDS Initiative is an indispensable tool in the effort to combat these unacceptable disparities. 
This critical initiative targets funds for HIV/AIDS prevention, screening, treatment, education, and outreach to 
minority communities heavily impacted by HIV/AIDS. The funds are provided to community-based 
organizations that serve minority communities to help them develop capacity and deliver culturally and 
linguistically appropriate care and services. Consequently, the initiative fills gaps where the needs are the 
greatest and strengthens efforts to fight the epidemic nationwide.

We therefore urge you to provide $610 million for the Minority AIDS Initiative in FY 2026. We thank you for 
your attention to our concerns, and we look forward to working with you to expand programs for the prevention
and treatment of HIV/AIDS in minority communities throughout the United States.

Sincerely,

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress



Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Cleo Fields
Member of Congress
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Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Timothy M. Kennedy
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress
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Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress
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Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Shomari Figures
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress
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Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Paul Tonko
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress

Page 6


